
The Current Situation...

YOUTH Justice Hero!
From Legislator To How youth 

automatically end 
up in the adult 

criminal justice 
system and how to 

change it.

When a law enforcement 
officer arrests a youth 
(age 14-17) accused of 
any one of 33 crimes, 
they are automatically 

charged as an adult.

Youth’s cases spend an average of

in the adult system.

Although the youth has only 
been accused of the crime, 
they must request a hearing 
for a judge to determine if 
they are suitable for 
treatment in the juvenile 

system.

What happens to youth automatically charged as adults?

After one day in the adult 
system, a youth is

Commited
to placement

Given
probation

Case
dismissed

Guilty 
finding

Almost 60% of youth charged as 
adults have their case dismissed 

or sent to juvenile court.

Juvenile
court or

dismissed

more likely to reoffend 
than a youth in the 

juvenile system.

3X

Of the youth transferred to 
juvenile court in 2015, 

were given probation or had their 
case dismissed.   

36%33% 31%

please!

Sources: Data Resource Guide, Fiscal Year 2015 & Youth Charged as Adults - Overview of Available Data, December 2015. 
Reports by: The  Maryland Department of Juvenile Services

41%

59%

Automatically charging a youth as an 
adult produces an adult criminal record.

64%

4 months



What the bill does:

The Solution...

If necessary, a State’s 
Attorney may ask a 
judge to review a 
youth’s case to move it 
from the juvenile to the 

adult system.

It promotes public safety by providing 
the treatment that youth need.

It holds kids accountable 
in a timely fashion.

A youth’s case can be moved from the juvenile 
to the adult system if they are:

Over the age of 15

Under 15 and accused of first degree murder, 
sex offense and rape.

All youth regardless of charge will start their case in the 
juvenile justice system. 

It allows youth to become 
productive citizens by 

eliminating the barriers 
they’d face with an adult 

criminal record.

housing

financial aid

school
jobs

Top Charges

Who are the youth?

Age

17 year olds

16 year olds

15 year olds

14 year olds

58%

37%

3.2%

1.8%

Gender

Male Female

1%

Race

African-
American

White

Other83%

16%

Armed 
Robbery

Assault 
1st Degree

Attempted
Murder

1st Degree

Handgun/
Firearm

48%

16%

6%

92% 8%

16%

For more information, visit: www.justkidsmaryland.org/JustKidsMD
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